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corrupt inducement. All proposals to widen the
franchise were met with an unqualified negative, and
it was stated that three circulars upon pauperism
addressed by the Minister of the Interior to the prefects
constituted the total sum of energy expended by the
government upon social amelioration during a period
of eighteen years.- No government can long subsist
upon a policy of negatives. Louis Philippe came to
the throne in difficult times. The men of the barricades
were consumed with the " maladie de 1815," and it
was part of their ideal that the Revolution should
triumph abroad as well as at home. To meet the
special emergencies of the time a great minister,
Casimir Perier, devised what was called the policy of
resistance. He made it the principal object of his
government to crush revolution at home and to re-
assure the foreign powers as to the pacific intentions of
France. It was a strong, prudent, and necessary
course, but it was not a sufficient policy for a dynasty
which wished to establish itself in the esteem of a pro-
gressive and high-mettled nation. The country de-
manded more of its government than that it should
be able to master the conspiracies of the factory and the
riots of the street. It was deeply dissatisfied with a
foreign policy which, until the rift over the Spanish
marriages, bore the appearance of truckling to England
and was afterwards plainly enlisted in the system of
reactionary alliances. The one military achievement
of the dynasty, the conquest of Algeria, brought no
compensation for the tranquil acquiescence in the loss
of the Rhine frontier, and for the abandonment of the
Italians, the Poles, and the Protestant democrats of
Switzerland. Dissatisfaction spread apace. While
the general public was shocked by the steady increase